MEN OF POWER
circulation of the blood and the action of the heart as a
pump and was aware that the blood returning to the
heart in the veins was different from that leaving it in
the arteries. He did not anticipate Harvey's definition
of the laws of circulation, but he discovered the fact of
circulation. He founded pictorial anatomy. Dr. Wil-
liam Hunter, a great Scotch anatomist, wrote, "Leo-
nardo was the best anatomist at that time in the world."
Astronomer. In astronomy and applied mathematics
he threw overboard the Ptolemaic astronomy and came
to the conclusions that the sun does not move, that the
sun is much larger than the earth, that the earth is not
the center of the solar system, and that the moon is not
luminous but merely reflects the sun's light. He did
not anticipate Copernicus, but he was his forerunner.
Geologist. In geology he refuted the literal interpre-
tation of the biblical account of a universal flood and
proved by fossil remains of aquatic animals high in the
maritime Alps that those very mountains had lain
under an ocean for an age.
Geographer. As a geographer he knew that the world
was round. In the service of Cesar Borgia he prepared
some accurate maps of certain sections of Italy. In
all these fields he seemed to leap from the Middle Ages
into the modern age of science, and this fact alone
marks him as one of the great pioneers along the trail
of man's intellectual progress.
Inventor. We have already seen something of his
inventive genius. For his patron Ludovico, Duke of
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